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Fruit Stain of European pear caused by Stenella sp.
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Summary

Fruit stain of European pear (Pyrus communis L. var. sativa de Candolle) cv. Passe Crassane, that is newly
going around in Okayama Prefecture, was investigated.

1. Irregular and dark brown spots were observed on the European pear fruits but the lesions were restricted
only on the fruit surface. Fruit rot did not appear. :

2. A pathogenic fungus, Stenella sp. was isolated at high frequency from lesions of naturally infected fruits of
cv. Passe Crassane. Isolates of Stenella sp. evoked the same symptom of fruit stain on the matured fruits of
cv. Passe Crassane when the young fruits had been inoculated in the field. Interestingly, the isolates also cause
the fruit stain of Japanese pear, cv. Nijisseiki, and fruit mold of peach, cv. Hakuho, that had been already
found.

3. Stenella sp. isolated from the lesion of European pear was not different in morphology, culturing characteris-
tics and pathogenicity from the causal pathogen of peach fruit mold and Japanese pear fruit stain.

4 . Mycelial growth of the fungus isolated from the European pear fruits was severely inhibited by triflumizole,
oxine-copper and iminoctadine.

5. From these findings, we conclude the same fungus causes fruit mold of peach and fruit stain of pear and
European fruit. The common name, fruit stain (yogorekabyo in Japanese), is proposed for this new disease of
European pear caused by Stenella sp..
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