Okayama Prefectural Assembly




Okayama Prefectural Assembly ES#s&i

In March 1879, the first Okayama Prefectural Assembly was held with 49 representatives
in attendance.

In May 1947, along with the enforcement of the Local Autonomy Act with the Constitution
of Japan, the current Okayama Prefectural Assembly opened.

Local government autonomy in Japan is guaranteed by the Constitution.

The Prefectural Assembly is a legislative organ whose members represent the will of their
individual constituencies and act to improve the welfare of residents and the prosperity of
the prefecture.

Executive organs such as the Governor’s Office, Board of Education, and Public Safety
Commission execute decisions made by the Prefectural Assembly.

The Prefectural Assembly and the Governor’s Office are the two main pillars of local
government in Okayama Prefecture.
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Organizational Structure of the Prefectural Assembly E#sO#EH

Prefectural Assembly Members R#siis

The Prefectural Assembly is made up of duly-elected representatives.The authorized number of
representatives is specified by Okayama Prefectural Ordinance as 55 persons. Assembly representatives are
elected from 19 electoral districts in the prefecture, and the term of service is set at four years.
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Speaker & Deputy Speaker #RcaEER
The Prefectural Assembly representatives elect a Speaker and Deputy Speaker from among their members.
The Speaker chairs meetings, maintains order in the Assembly, and serves as the official representative of the
Prefectural Assembly.
The Deputy Speaker assumes the duties of the Speaker when the Speaker is absent.
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Plenary Meetings #=#

Prefectural Assembly Meetings are divided into Ordinary and Extraordinary Sessions. Sessions which all
members attend are called Plenary Meetings. All decisions regarding the powers of the Prefectural Assembly
are made at Plenary Meetings.

Ordinary Sessions are called by the Governor quarterly in February, June, September and December of each
year. Extraordinary Sessions are called when necessary.
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Committees zs=

A wide variety of bills are discussed by the Prefectural Assembly. There are six Standing Committees that are
internal organizations. Special Committees may be established if necessary to facilitate effective action.
The Assembly Steering Committee coordinates, debates and examines matters submitted by the Speaker for
the smooth conduct of Assembly business.
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Authority of the Prefectural Assembly Ei#&n#R

Wide ranging authority is granted to the Prefectural Assembly through laws and regulations. Some examples
are provided below.
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Resolutions i

The power to pass resolutions is the most important authority granted to the Assembly. The Assembly makes
decisions on important matters regarding the prefectural government, including the establishment, revision,
and abolishment of ordinances, budget and the settlement of accounts, the granting of important government

contracts, and more.
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Approval A=

The Prefectural Assembly approves the appointment of the Vice Governors, Members of the Board of
Education, Public Safety Commissioners, and Supervisory Auditors.
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Oversight ==

The Prefectural Assembly examines the operations of the prefectural government.
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Submission of Written Opinions =Rkt

The Prefectural Assembly gathers the opinions of prefectural residents and submits those opinions in writing
to the central government and other concerned entities for the benefit of prefectural residents.
RED-HICEZEMIONT, B EICBRRERERELET,

Acceptance of Petitions =

The Prefectural Assembly screens petitions and appeals from prefectural residents to ensure that those
petitions and appeals are reflected in government policies.
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Okayama Prefectural Assembly Building and Assembly Hall (1909 - 1945)
(Owned by the Okayama Prefectural Archives)
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Okayama Prefectural Assembly Building and Assembly Hall (1957 -)
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Okayama Prefectural Assembly Secretariat N

2-4-6 Uchisange, Kita-ward, Okayama-city, RILRE=EER
Okayama-prefecture, 700-8570, Japan T700-8570 ELERALT2-4-6
Phone. +81(0)86-226-7554 BFE086-226-7554



