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NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT NETWORK
CITY REGIONS COMMISSION

City Regions A discussion paper 2005

Cities are high on the UK policy agenda. The idea that cities are
not economic basket cases as was previously thought — but the
motors for the national economy has now seized the imagination
of politicians, think tanks and the private sector. Cities are
increasingly seen as economic assets, not liabilities. But there is
also growing acknowledgment that UK cities lag behind their
European and global counterparts, and that something needs to be
done to make them more attractive to international business. At the
same time there is widespread understanding that the overall
national economic development is not sustainable if we continue
to rely on London and the London effect. We need economic
regeneration across all regions.
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